es 


@ 


Ask yourself these questions: When a conscien- 
tious objector comes before his draft board, he is 
thoroughly questioned concerning his beliefs. Here 
are a few of the many questions: Would you defend 
yourself by force? What method would you use to 
resist evil? How can you restrain a powerful army 
except by a more powerful army? When you refuse to 
help our army, aren't you in effect helping our 
enemies? What does your church say about war? 
Doesn't government have divine sanction? Did not 
Christ condemn evildoers? If war is evil, why did 
not Christ condemn it? How do you know God is tell- 
ing you to make this stand? If God told you to 
defend your country, what would you do? Would you 
fight to bring Christ's kingdom on earth? 
more conscientious thinking about these and similar 
questions. Just what-is our individual Christian 
stand on war and peace? What are we doing about it? 


“TI like wandering around thinking of 
the future . . . like, what'll we do 
after lunch?” 
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the decision is yours 


you and the military ... 


the decision Is yours 


by Huber F. Klemme 


HE QUESTION of military ser- 
fp vice faces every young man. 

It looms large in whatever he 
plans for the future. In this period 
of international tension, a young 
person wonders about the role he 
may be called upon to play. No 
matter how he looks at it, he is 
directly or indirectly affected by his 
country’s need for men to serve in 
the armed forces. 

For the Christian person, such 
military service is no mere matter 
of course. It is important for the 
Christian to determine what mean- 
ing such a decision has in terms of 
his faith in God and his obedience 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. The Chris- 
tian must search his conscience for 
what he feels is God’s will for his 
life. 

For many young persons facing 
this decision, it is enough to know 
that his government has decided 
that he is needed, for it appears to 
him to be simply a matter of com- 
mon sense that in times of real or 


Dr. Klemme is Associate Director of the Council 
for Christian Social Action of the United Church 
of Christ, and is located in its Cleveland office. 
Reprints of this article are available upon request. 
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possible international « disturbane 
the nation should remain strong an 
be well defended. 

For others, however, the matte 
goes much further than that. The 
recognize that today, more tha 
ever before, the strength of th 
United States is related to th 
emergence of a world community 
to the establishment of internatione 
law and order, and to the mainte 
nance of justice and freedom in th 
world. Looked at in this light, sea 
vice in the military forces may b 
an important step in preventing th 
triumph of undisciplined powe 
while the family of nations se! 
about doing the constructive thing 
which build for lasting understane 
ing and peace in the world. 

And there are those Christiar 
who feel that killing even in war 
contrary to the will of God and wh 
feel that they cannot bear arms ¢ 
take part in military training. 

What then are the choices ope 
to youngspersons of draft age? 

Some enter the armed force: 
Many sincere young persons mal 
a conscientious choice to enter tl 


ymed forces. Most persons making 
nis decision feel that killing and 
estruction are not good nor right, 
ut they feel, under present condi- 
ons, military force is necessary to 
aaintain peace, 

The Christian youth who decides 
» serve in the armed forces has a 
umber of choices. He may, of 
yurse, volunteer and enlist in what- 
yer branch of service will accept 
im. Others will wait to be 
drafted” and assigned according to 
ie needs of the various branches of 
rrvice. In any case, they will re- 
ct Christian purpose and_ influ- 
nce wherever the opportunity pre- 
nts itself, whether among their 
ilitary companions or in relation- 
‘ips with people of other states and 


As long as mankind depends 
on military might, young 
men will be called to serve 
in the armed forces. 


nations with whom they may come 
into contact. 

A person under 26 who enters 
military service by the draft or by 
enlistment has a number of options 
—all adding up to a six-year period 
of military obligations. This is di- 
vided into three phases known re- 
spectively as active service (full- 
time), the ready reserve (part-time 
service, involving a two-hour weekly 
training session plus two weeks of 
field training), and the standby re- 
serve (no obligation beyond being 
subject to call in a crisis). 

The choices are as follows: (a) 
two years active service, three years 
ready reserve, one year standby re- 
serve; (b) three years active ser- 
vice, two years ready reserve, one 
year standby reserve; (c) four 
years active service, one year ready 
reserve, one year standby reserve; 
(d) five years service, no 
years ready reserve, one year stand- 


active 


by reserve, 

In addition, young men between 
the ages of 17 and 1814, up to a 
maximum quota of 100,000 per 
year, may enlist for an eight-year 
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Basic question: Gl or CO? 


duty involving six months in the 
army full-time and 714 years in the 
ready reserve. 

For many young people the 
choice will narrow down as between 
these choices and perhaps a choice 
of the branch of service with which 
he might prefer to be identified. 

Some are deferred: Depending 
upon the immediate man power re- 
quirements of the armed forces, a 
certain number of young men are 
for one reason or another given de- 
ferments. Students, particularly 
those ranking high in their field, are 
encouraged to continue their edu- 
cation in college or graduate school. 
It is recognized that the capacity of 
our country to be strong and to con- 
tribute to the strength of the free 
world depends upon the develop- 
ment of sufficient people with skills 
in vital fields such as medicine, sci- 
ence, technology, and the like. 

Students for the ministry are also 


Where fo find more help... 


deferred, as are ministers. Many 
who are given deferments for the 
sake of pursuing their studies may 
be called upon to make use of their 
skills either within or outside of the 
armed forces. A deferment is not 
to be regarded lightly, but involves 
moral obligations no less than legal 
ones. 

Some are rejected: Not every- 
one meets the physical, social, and 
psychological requirements of mili- 
tary service. Many are rejected for 
physical defects of which they are 
not aware. Such rejection is by no 
means a cause for disappointment 
or a sense of uselessness. Many a 
defect which might be troublesome 
under the circumstances of life in 
the armed forces is only a slight 
handicap, if any at all, in civilian 
life. To know about it means thal 
the young person can adjust to il 
and proceed to make a contributior 
to society no less essential than thal 


For further information on the conscientious objector, there is a packet, entitles 
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“Conscientious Objection,’ 


available for 25 cents from the Council for Christian Socia 


Action. The packet includes the following pieces, “Conscientious Objectors and thi 
United Church of Christ,’ “Christian Obedience and Participation in War,” “Th 
Decision Is Yours,” “Questions and Answers on the Classification and Assignment 6 
Conscientious Objectors,” and forms for registering a statement of conviction as a CO 

If your youth group wishes to discuss this area of concern, they can rent the 24 
minute, 16 mm sound color motion picture. “Alternatiges.” Actor Don Murray, him 
self a CO who did his alternative services in Italy, appears as narrator of the film 
The film can be rented from the Boston or Philadelphia office of the Bureau of Audio 
Visual Aids, for $7.50, plus return postage. 


* the person in military uniform. 
Some are conscientious ob- 
ectors: While most of the young 
en in our churches will fall into 
ee or the other of the above cate- 
pries, there are some among us 
ho have scruples of conscience re- 
irding the taking of human life in 
ar, the bearing of arms, or any 
rm of participation in military 
gaining and service. They are 
iown as conscientious objectors 
JO0’s), and the Universal Military 
raining and Service Act makes 
ovision for recognizing such per- 
ns. In the Selective Service Clas- 
ication questionnaire (SSS Form 
10) given to every young man 
ter he registers for the draft, he is 
ked whether he is a conscientious 
jector. If he answers the question 


As an alternative to serving 
in the armed forces, this CO 
is working in a technical 
assistance program in India. 


affirmatively, he receives a second 
form (SSS 150) on which he states 
whether he is opposed to bearing 
arms (combatant service), or op- 
posed to both combatant and non- 
combatant service. 

If a person on grounds of relig- 
ious training and belief objects to 
combatant service and training in- 
volving the use of weapons, and his 
claim is sustained, he will be classi- 
fied by his selective service board 
as I-A-O, inducted into the armed 
service, and assigned only to non- 
combatant service, such as the med- 
ical corps. Young men making this 
choice ordinarily do so on the basis 
that the law of God, as they under- 
stand it, forbids the taking of life 
and that their obligations to the 
community at large, nevertheless, 
requires them to render such assis- 
tance and personal service as the 
medical corps or other non-com- 
batant service permits. 

Other young men have come to 


the conclusion that their religious db 


training and belief prohibit their 
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Monkme 


Letters from friends keep home ties alive for young 
servicemen. Too often churches forget their men 


away from home. 


participating ‘in any form of mili- 
tary service, whether it be comba- 
tant or non-combatant. In_ their 
view, the person who fires the gun 
is no more involved in the destruc- 
tion of the life of the enemy than is 
the person who builds the bridges 
over which the tanks proceed or the 
person who heals the injured soldier 
so that he may go back to fight 
again. Their understanding of the 
commandment of love and God’s 
will requires them to refuse any 
forin of military service. Such per- 
sons, if their claim is recognized, 
are classified 1-O and may be re- 
quired to perform civilian work 
contributing to the national health. 
safety, and interest. Some of these 
serve in state and private hospitals 
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or in benevolent institutions of the 
church. Some offer themselves as 
“guinea pigs’ for laboratory experi- 
ments in the use of new drugs or 
food processes. On the whole, they 
demonstrate that purpose is 
not to avoid hardship and danger, 
but rather to obey a conscience that 
judges war and military force as 
contrary to the will of God. 

Most conscientious objectors of 


their 


this latter type come from religious 
groups such as the Friends, Breth- 
ren, and Mennonites, whose doe- 
trines or discipline condemns _ par- 
ticipation in military service. How: 
ever, in fhany denominations a mi 
nority has made a similar profes: 
sion. 


The United Church of Christ has 


lesignated the Council for Christian 
Social Action as the agency with 
which conscientious objectors may 
file a statement of their belief and 
receive information concerning their 
rights, obligations, and opportuni- 
lies for alternative service. 

Members of the United Church of 
Christ who wish to register their 
CO position or who wish to seek 
counsel in this area of concern 
should write to: Dr. Huber F. 
‘lemme, Council for Christian So- 
sial Action, 2969 West 25th _St., 
uleveland 13, Ohio. It is important 
that CO’s file a statement of their 
conviction as soon as their convic- 
ion is relatively secure. CO’s should 
ot wait until drafted to register 
their convictions with Dr. Klemme 
nm Cleveland. 

The decision is yours: Our de- 
1omination does not attempt to 
fecide for any individual whether 
sis duty lies in the armed forces, 


There 1s no easy answer 


in some deferred occupation, in 
non-combatant service, or in civilian 
alternative service. Every individ- 
ual has not only the right but the 
obligation to make his decision in 
the light of his best understanding 
of God’s will. 

Our uniting fellowship has 
charged the Committee on Chap- 
lains and Military Personnel of the 
Commission on Church and Min- 
istry (E-R) and the Department of 
the Ministry (CC) to help minister 
to those in the armed forces. It 
has, with equal concern, recognized 
the right of conscientious objectors 
to have their position respected, 

Somewhere in this difficult and 
perplexing world lies your duty. 
The need of the world, the call of 
your government, the teachings of 
your church, call you to make your 
decision. But the decision, to be 
made in the light of the mind of 
Christ, is yours. V.V.Y. 


The world is getting terribly personal. There's just no inter- 


national privacy any more. This can be good for everybody 
concerned, especially if it means we get to know the honest 
truth about each other. But beware! When you want to learn 
all the truth about your new neighbors across the street, do 
not go to the town gossip. We've got to check our sources of 
information about our brothers in other countries, whether they 
be French, Russian, African, or Iraqi. And we in this country 
need to do a more effective job of making certain that our 
brothers abroad are learning the honest truth about us. (Cover 
photo from Réalités) 
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creeds that cripple 


by Jim McLean 


Prejudice Gossip 
He “feeds” his every hatred Unbridled tongue and hasty word 
By *‘junking” fact and reason! Are weapons of this creed, 
For victims of this brutal creed, Its habitant, the bitter mind 
It’s always “open season”! Where lies and slander breed! 
On that which threatens self-esteem Although @alled a “parlor sport” 
He lets pre-judgments fly, Of innocent intent, 
Then, to justify his actions. Its chief result, a vicious one, 
He believes his own foul lie! Is a reputation, rent! 
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Drifting 


This generation’s “drifting drip,” 
Who like a crippled ship, 

Is tossed by every wind that blows, 
No way to steer just where it goes! 
No commitments, purpose bold, 

No sturdy anchor that will hold, 

A waste of life without a care, 

A senseless creed that goes nowhere! 


Le ai 
hotos by Author 


ee” 


At Grand Teton National Park an adult church school 
class is conducted by a seminary student working with 
the Christian Ministry in the National Parks. 


opportunities unlimited 


a summer ministry by students 
to one million vacationers 


> 


by Marjorie Vandervelde 


| ACK UP all your cares and woes, 
p here we go . . . it’s vacation 

time again! Are you (and 
‘our friends and family) filled with 
he well-nigh irresistable urge to take 
9 the open roads? By any chance 
vill you be one of 15 million dust- 
pattered, eye-goggling, wonder- 
lruck Americans gasping at the 
eauty of our national parks? If you 
hould be so lucky, you'll want to 
mmow about a special service pro- 
ided for those visiting the National 
‘arks this summer. And if you’re 
ot to be numbered among these for- 
unate ones, hang on, anyway! This 
vight be something to keep in the 
ack of your mind as you make 
eur plans for college sometime in 
ae future. 

Let me tell you how I became 
verested in this project called 
Christian Ministry in the National 
arks.” While vacationing in the 
outhwest, we happened to be visit- 
og Mesa Verde National Park on a 
eekend. Since our family had 
amping equipment along we de- 
ded to stay there over Sunday. We 
-t up our tent bordering a deep 
anyon in which were carved an- 
ent homes of cliff dwellers. 

It wasn’t long before we learned 
out the “campfire circle” program 

be presented by the rangers that 
ening. A group of us joined others 
‘ound the fire. A “campfire circle” 
just what the name indicates—ex- 
‘pt that ours was a semi-circle be- 
use the canyon was on one side. 
-veral rows of logs provided seats. 


The ranger gave an interesting talk 
on geological formations of the 
Mesa, after which there was an In- 
dian dance around the dying fire, 
performed by Navajos. Then the 
ranger announced that interdenom- 
inational church services would be 
at the same spot the next morning 
and evening. This is indicative of 
the cooperation of the Park Service 
with the Christian ministry. 
Sunday morning folks popped out 
of their tents—some in their best 
clothes, others still in jeans — it 
didn’t seem to make any difference. 
Where the fire had been the night 
before, there stood a cross made of 
logs, peeled and varnished. Behind 
the pulpit (a six-foot log stood on 
end) was a student minister who 
preached about the creation, as we 
gazed across the canyon at the strata 
of rock showing the hand of the Cre- 
ator. A small desert lizard peered 
at us over a rock, then whisked 
away. Several college students as- 
sisted with the music, ushering, and 
later taught Sunday church school 
classes. Here, in the midst of awe- 
inspiring beauty, one could not help 
but be sensitive to God’s voice. 
Many denominations were repre- 
sented but you certainly didn’t know 
whether you were sitting next to a 
Baptist or Episcopalian — and _ it 
made not one whit of difference. 
We later visited with a number 
of college and seminary students 
who helped with the service. They 
were congenial and attractive-—and 
busy! In addition to their church- 
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sponsored activities, they worked in 
the local cafeteria, and on the cabin- 
cleaning staff. The pretty girl whose 
church school class I visited I saw 
later behind the salads in the cafe- 
teria. 

Essentially, this is the Christian 
Ministry in National Parks in oper- 
ation. Here is its dramatic back- 
ground. About eight years ago War- 
ren Ost, a young seminary student, 
was helping to pay his way through 
school by working during the sum- 
mer as a bellhop in Old Faithful 
Inn, at Yellowstone Park. He saw 
the need among park personnel and 
visitors for such a ministry, and in 
his first move toward that goal, 


organized the Old Faithful Chorus. 
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A student pastor delivers 
the sermon in an outdoor 
service of worship at 

Mesa Verde National Park. 


Later Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary and interested residents in Yel- 
lowstone developed the student min- 
istry and invited him to direct the 
program. Several years later, when 
the National Council of Churches 
joined in the movement, there were 
already four parks covered by it. 
By 1960 Mr. Ost estimates that his 
“parish” which now covers about 
one million acres, will be serving a 
million men and women. 

This year, the young men and 
women working in this program to- 
tal 40, representing 23 different de- 
nominations. They are from 83 dif- 
ferent seminaries and colleges and 
from nearly every state in the 
Union. Each has attended one of 
the five training conferences which 
were held at different points in the 
U.S. They are working in 29 Na- 
tional Parks, from Big Bend in 
Texas to Mt. McKinley in Alaska. 
The student staff, in addition to con- 
ducting Sunday services, are lead- 
ers in discussion groups, retreat 
camping trips, Bible study, talent 


., These girls are spending tl 
% summer vacation at Gr 
Teton National Park, hold 
down regular park jobs, but de 
religious work during off-ho 


orship in natural cathedrals under the open sky 


nows and recreation——and_ hold 
own park jobs. 

This summer work pays from 
200 to $500, plus board and room 
-and in a scenic spot for which 
nost Americans pay a great deal 
ast for the privilege of visiting! 
The application form requires 
gt you have a background of 
urch service and that you have 
an ability to understand and live 
rmiably with other people and other 
riths.” College students should have 
vecial ability in music, athletics, 
idle study, drama, or publicity. 

If you should attend a National 


Park this summer, any college or 
seminary student will be glad to an- 
swer your questions—and with con- 
iagious enthusiasm. 

To one girl from a small town in 
the Middle West a summer spent in 
Glacier National Park had meant 
being “transported into a new world 
full of towering mountains, blue 
lakes, tall green trees and a network 
of trails leading to anywhere you 
might wish—a world of rest, peace, 
sunshine and crisp mountain air; of 
new work, new friends to make life 
purposeful and worthwhile.” 

It’s worth waiting for! WWV 


Yes... the curve ball really curves, 


OES a “curve ball” really curve? Or could it be that the bat 
ter’s eyes are playing tricks on him? Ask any basebal 
player and he’ll soon set your mind at ease on this point 

After swishing his bat at the little white ball right directly ir 
front of him only to have it perversely swerve a foot to his right 
he knows it curves. Up till now, though, many scientists have 
contended that it is merely an “optical illusion.” 

Ready with proof positive that it is definitely not an optica 
illusion is Dr. Lyman H. Briggs, retired director of the Nationa 
Bureau of Standards. After making tests in a wind tunnel, Dr 
Briggs declared, “A curve ball really-curves—as much as 1 
inches out of a straight line.” : 

Although the doctor’s pronouncement caused no great stir iJ 
baseball circles, it has created food for thought for today’ 
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scientist 
TOTO 


This baseball is spinning 
counterclockwise in a wind 
tunnel. The ball is traveling 
from left to right, while wind 
(carrying white smoke streamers) 
is moving from right to left. 
Wind moves faster just above 
spinning ball than below it. 
Since air pressure on top is 
lower than pressure below, ball 
is pushed into a curve 

(toward top of photo). 


Prof. F. N. M. Brown 


pitchers. For example, Dr. Briggs said the most effective speed 
for throwing a curve is about 100 feet per second, or roughly 68 
miles per hour. Any professional pitcher can throw that fast— 
Bob Feller had his fast ball timed at 98.6 miles per hour. A 
strong-armed 13-year-old pitcher can throw a ball at better than 
60 miles an hour. 

But it’s the spin rather than the speed, that really spells 
trouble for the mystified batter. To get the widest curve, the ball 
should spin at 1800 revolutions a minute. Throwing a ball at 100 
feet per second and 1800 revolutions a minute produces the 
maximum curve in 60 feet of 17.5 inches. 


Any help to batters? Let’s see... if you get a picture of 
the pitcher’s speed, plus the revolutions per minute plus miles 
per hour the wind is blowing plus... Oh, well, just swing. WVV 
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on headlines and sidelines . . 


No place 
to hide; 
why run? 


HERES no place to _ hide. 
AF Whether it is foreign minis- 

ters in conference in Geneva, 
summit conferences, or more normal 
diplomatic channels, we are in a 
dilemma. Agreements can’t be 
reached, or they can’t be trusted. 
Yet for us not to be on speaking 
terms is also hopeless. 

Where there is no trust or con- 
fidence people can’t live together. 
Yet we must live together or we 
can’t live. 

You and I are inclined to become 
overwhelmed. Not knowing what to 
do, we become indifferent. “What's 
the use?” we say. Or, as spectators, 
we may watch the international 
“show,” while trying to dull our 
awareness that we are in the act 
when it comes to consequences. 
Psychologically, this might be a way 
to escape the facts of facing up to 
our part in the world events about 
us. 


Mr. Muenstermann is Personnel Secretary of the 
Board of International Missions (Evangelical and 
Reformed Church). This is his last in a series 
of news comment columns. 


By Herbert O. Muenstermann 


Even our religion can become an 
escape. We hide behind it. But for 
the true Christian, obedience to God 
is not running away but becoming 
involved in the world 


God, Jonah could not get away with 
it. Since running will never get us 
out of this world, we need to face 
this world. 

Learning to accept what we are 


and to make the most of what we 


have is one of our biggest problems 
—whether as an individual or as a 
nation. But so often we try to es- 
cape reality by blaming someone 
else for our weakness. 

A recent survey shows that you 
young people are not content with 
your knowledge of world affairs. 
This is good news. There will be 
real hope for the world if young 
Christians can equal and excel the 
world mission zeal of the Moslems 
or the Communists. Or do we al- 
ready know that to be a Christian is 
to be a missionary, wherever in the 


world we are? vVvvY 


about us. 
Jonah tried to run. But God being 


jet Travel Puzzle 


34 Carol Conner 


SOeSonere Go 


ACROSS 
Luxurious cockpit of a jetliner 
Clenched hand 
One circuit around a race track 
Jetliners will -........... far above 
the weather. 


. A long intemperate speech 


Aircraft which will cut travel 
time in half 
Fuss 


. Sign of assent 
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Down 
Full of fire 
By way of 
Company which will fly jetliners 
Ride through the air 


. Jet planes have great ........... a 
. Through 
. Respectful title 


Cause to shake 


3. Pinnacle 


None 
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THE SAGAN STORY (above): Slick- 
ness is the sign of the young Sagan 
heroine, whose outlook is based on 
and Cécile (in 


money cynicism, 


Bonjour Tristesse) confesses: ““Most 


of my pleasure came from money: 

the pleasure of traveling in a fast 

car, of having a new dress, of buy- 

ing records. ... I judged myself to 
be decadent, and I was glad.” 


THE TRUE STORY (below): A per- 
fectly natural sweetness is the hall- 
mark of the real-life French girl. 
who manages to be happy without a 
lot of money and who is sincere in 
her feelings (80 per cent of French 
youth believe in the importance of 
true love). As one girl said: ‘‘Noth- 
ing is more important to me than 
finding a husband I can love.’ 


ure French youth immoral? 


in answer to Francoise Sagan 


t 


IFTED writers of France have been both a blessing and a 
curse to the French people. They are a blessing because in 
unforgettable strokes of the pen they have enabled France 

* hold her position as one of the moulders of the attitudes of the 

7estern world. But French writers are a curse because their 

\lent etches indelible impressions of France into the minds of 

her peoples. 

Take, for example, Francoise Sagan. She has given millions 

* readers a hair-raising picture of French youth. 

A Sagan heroine refuses to have anything to do with a male 

iless he is at least 20 years older than herself and completely 

sinterested in marriage—disinterested preferably in his own 
arriage. While France is a big country as European countries 

», all this takes place in a narrow orbit with Paris and the Cote 

Azur as its poles and Jaguars and Alfa-Romeos cruising in 

tween. 

(Of course, this isn’t true; and no reader of Bonjour Tristesse 
A Certain Smile would ever dream that all French youth spend 

eir time in such occupations. Still, where there’s smoke—and, 

(ce again, the world shakes its head sadly about French values 

id French morality. 

|Reality is much different. The fact is that there is not only 
fire, but there’s hardly even a smoulder. This has been borne 

t by a nation-wide survey of youth in France conducted by the 

rench Institute of Public Opinion. Here are some of the ques- 
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THE SAGAN STORY: Concerning 
education, the Sagan heroine (in 

A Certain Smile) says: “As for me, 
it was a new year of school, the 
need for going more deeply into 
what had already bored me to 

death the previous year.” 


tions asked in this survey, with viewpoints of various Sagan }) 
characters, and answers given by real French youth between}, 
the ages of 18 and 30. 
Are you happy? : 
Says Sagan: “And the wet cigarette which Bernard vainly |, 
tried to light was the image of their life.” (Those Without), 
Shadows) 
To this the survey shows that the great majority of real-life}, 
French youth are “very happy” or “happy enough.” Replies oné 
girl: “Yes, I think I’m happy. Life in itself is rather tough, but}, 
if you’re not pessimistic, you’re rather happy.” i 
Is love important to you? 
Says Sagan: “She wanted to scream at him: ‘No, I have never 
loved you. So what? Why should I have loved you. Why should), 
I love anyone? Do you think I don’t have anything better to do?”} 
(Those Without Shadows) 
But to this question a young French nurse replies: “Love is, 
everything, it’s the only thing and the last thing in which I bes 
lieve.” In expressing this feeling the survey shows that thi 
nurse has the support of 80 per cent of French youth. \ 
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THE TRUE STORY: Most French 
youth feel that they have partially 
or completely obtained the educa- 
tion they wanted, and over half 
feel that their education is adequate 
training for success in life. Some 
feel it is inadequate. 


Do you think faithfulness is essential ? 
Says a Sagan character: “I was not at an age when faithful- 
ress looked attractive.” (Bonjour Tristesse) 

Again, more than 80 per cent of real French youth disagreed 
rith a Sagan portrayal of French youth. They said that faithful- 
Pass is essential for both husband and wife. Why? “Faithfulness 

important; it creates confidence. When confidence is lost, a 
iarriage just falls apart.” 

Do you think it necessary to have an ideal? 
A Sagan character says: “It was true that I belonged to that 
reed of human beings who feel at ease only when they have 
illed a certain vital part of themselves; that part which asks the 
uestion: ‘What have you done with your life and what do you 
ant to do with it?’—a question to which I could only answer: 
lothing.’”’ (A Certain Smile) 
Again more than 80 per cent of French youth contradicted, for 
iey felt that an ideal was necessary. “Having an ideal is as 
ecessary as eating. My ideal is to do a good job of living, not to 
ve well: to bring happiness to all those for whom I’m respon- 
ble.” 
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What worries you the most about the future? 

A Sagan character would not openly express any immediate 
worries. But more than half of real-life French youth are most 
concerned about their ‘future career” and ‘‘the future of my fam- 


, 


ily.” Said one girl student: ‘What worries me the most? Me. 
What worries me the least? Everything else!” 

These answers to the French Institute of Public Opinion sur- 
vey demonstrate that, while there certainly is no unanimous 
agreement in the views of French youth on various problems 
there is also little resemblance to the picture presented in the 
novel of Francoise Sagan. 

This comes out even more clearly in the answers which one 
24-year-old French girl gave to the questionnaire. Here are some 
of her answers: 

Are you happy? Explain your answer. 

“Yes, Iam. You can’t explain why.” 

Is there anything—or anyone—for whose sake you would bi 
ready to risk your life? 

“Apart from the people I love, I don’t see quite what; bu 
probably any form of organized injustice?’ 

Is love important to you? Do you think faithfulness is eg 
sential? 
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SAGAN STORY: 
re jives non- 

mmtly in a “‘cave.” 
ia in life does 
ttach any impor- 
2? Her reply: 
hing!” Life lacks 
jose. 


——> 


THE TRUE STORY: 
Two sisters practice 
domestic life, without 
tears. Some French 
youth said they'd be 
\willing to risk their lives 
for their home or 
jfamily, husband or wife, 
or the future of their 
children. Life has 

some meaning. 


“Yes, it’s the most important thing of all. Faithfulness? It’s 
ecessary and difficult. Faithfulness has a great deal of prestige 
»day, and Balzac would be very bored if he were alive and had 
» write about French youth.” 

These answers, too, do not have much in common with the 
iews of the young characters in Bonjour Tristesse or A Certain 
mile. And yet they were given by a certain Francoise Sagan. 

vVvVV 


in which appeared quotes from books by Francoise 


> 
iis article is adapted by permission from Réalités, : 
originally appearing in the 


gan and results of a survey of the French Institute of Public Opinion, 


ris weekly Expre 
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QuEsTION: Suppose everything 
has been a mess—what can you still 
do about it? 

Answer: There certainly are such 
times in everyone’s life, when every- 
thing seems in such a tangle of 
trouble that nothing can untangle it. 
The little difficulties of daily living 
that crop up now and then in the 
middle of our busy lives are not so 
hard to manage. We're used to 
them, and we know a dozen ways to 
boot them into good order again. 

The going can get too rough, how- 
ever, when we have tried all the old 
methods of meeting trouble but the 
problem just expands and multiplies. 
Maybe you know from experience 
this kind of trapped feeling. In my 
work as a psychologist I can recall 
many young people who felt this 
way. 

Sixteen-year-old Valerie was one 
of them. She could have told you 
how it feels when parents never 
quite stop quarreling and the last 
report card has nothing above a D 
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on this business of living — 


What to do 


when things 
are a mess? 


on it and the best clothes in the 
closet are shabby and too small. 
And the family’s income is far from 
enough to meet expenses, so debts 
are piling up week by week just for 
the barest essentials of life. 

“What can I do about the mess 
I’m in?” young people want to 
know. If we face four questions and 
answer them as honestly as possible, 
at least to our own hearts, it ean 
work to break the throttlehold of 
trouble. None of the questions are 
easy to answer. Often this takes the 
help of someone who loves and 
values us enough to listen while we 
begin to do some careful thinking 
for ourselves. 

The questions are: 

1. What is the trouble with me? 
What part of the situation is still me. 
rather than the other fellow? Whe 
else is involved, and in what way? 

2. Howdeng has this trouble been 
going on? Does it go back very far 
or is it recent? Can I really expec 
it to clear up soon? 


| 


e a clinical psychologist 
with special interest 
in youth and their problems 


| e a Fellow in the consulting 
i division of the American 
Psychological Association 


3. How much do I really want the 
situation to change for the better? 
inough to change the part of the 
picture that is my fault? Valerie, 
gor example, discovered that false 
pride had been preventing her from 
secepting nicer clothes from a fam- 
ily who could help. 

4. How can I be more patient 
vbout the parts I can not change? 
This is not an easy question to an- 
swer, as anyone knows who has ever 
faced it. It means opening the heart 
(as much as opening the mind) to 
the words of Paul: “We know that 
in everything God works for good 
with those who love him, who are 
called according to his purpose.” 
When we turn life’s unchangeables 
ver to God to manage they lose 
heir dark power over our hearts— 
ig anyone who has ever tried it will 
ell you. They may still be there, 
vut we find the strength and courage 
ind wisdom to live with them 


almly. vvvV 
(Copyright 1959. All rights reserved.) 


Copyright 1959. Gospel Trumpet Co. 


“7 want all of you to direct your 

attention to this brick ... If we 

can somehow get hold of only 

seven hundred and fifty thousand 

more like it, we can build our 
new church.” 
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So EE SR AEE LEE LEP T TTOSA TEE EE TE 


the news 


— youth in 


Illinois Town Upheld 
on Juke Box Ban ; 


An Illinois judge who avowedly 
abhors rock ’n’ roll has upheld River 
Forest's old ordinance prohibiting 
juke boxes. Holding the prohibition 
be within the village’s police 
power, the judge declared: “I don’t 
think anyone has a right to play 
rock ’n’ roll 
others. 


to 


to the discomfort of 
I, for one, wouldn’t want to 
be forced to listen to Elvis Presley 
play whatever it is he plays.” 


UPI Photo 


Juvenile delinquency has to be 

fought from the bottom up, accord- 

ing to the inventor of “Sik Soks.” 

The socks have a wide band cen- 

tered on the sole and the back so 

that teens, he says, will always walk 
the “straight and narrow.” 
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Authorities on juke box law say 
they know of no other outright ban 
on their existence in any American 
community, although the Union of 
South Africa bans the machines. 

In an attempt to circumvent the 
juke-box ban, the owner of “Jim 
and Peter’s Pizzeria” placed a small 
sign on the machine advising pa- 
trons to ask a waitress to play the 
tunes. It backfired when a _ police: 
man dropped a coin in the machine 
and then brought charges against 
the owner. 


Job Hopes Good, 
Graduates Told 


Labor Secretary James P. Mit: 
chell has some words of encourage. 
ment for this year’s college gradu: 
ates. Jobs are more plentiful thar 
they were a year ago—although em. 
ployers are still selective in hiring 

High marks and graduate de 
grees, he added, were becoming 
more important regarding earning: 
and opportunities. 

Starting salaries for men wit 
bachelor degrees average $425 ; 
month. According to the Secretary 
there will be a great need in th 
coming decade for professional 
technical, clerical and sales person 
nel. The*demand now is still higl 
for graduates in the scientific fields 
such as engineering, geology, chem 
istry and biology. 


Hula-Hoop Fad 
Splits Indonesia 


The hula hoop may have had it in 
ost places, but it is still causing a 
lively controversy in Indonesia. De- 
spite a strong, communist-inspired 
campaign against the hula hoop, 
noth young and old are giving it a 
yhirl. 

Although slow in coming to Indo- 
mesia, the fad for hula hooping 
quickly spread. The communist 
party paper claimed it was the 
“newest product of American cul- 
sure” to invade Indonesia. Others 
decided it “endangers the national 
oral norms.” One nationalist paper 
rushed to its defense and the fight 
was on. In several villages police 
yave raided shops and destroyed the 
200ps. 

“Why all the hula-baloo?” in- 
yuired one paper. It went on to say 
hat Indonesians have been hula 
aooping for years with “a similar 
ype of circle” in physical education 
‘lasses. And similar hoops are used 
n Russia’s mass calisthenics demon- 
trations. 


olish Reds Alarmed 

3y Growing Divorce Rate 
From communist Poland have 
come indications of alarm over the 
‘rapidly growing” divorce rate. 
Yuring the last year alone, a War- 
iaw radio station noted, 31,000 di- 
orces were granted in this country 
\{ 27 million population. Before the 
var divorce was virtually unknown. 


R. Wagner Named 
New Youth Associate 


Reginald Wagner, of Mi. Holly 
Springs, Pa., has been named Youth 
Associate for 1959-60. Starting on 
June 15, Reggie will be traveling 
around the country meeting with 
officers and advisers of the Youth 
Fellowship in churches of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed constituency 
of the United Church of Christ. 

Reggie has plenty of know-how 
and experience in youth work. Pres- 
ently he is president of the National 
Youth Cabinet of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, having been 
elected at the 1958 Joint National 
Youth Council at Union Seminary, 
New York. This summer he is a 
National Youth Caravaner. 

Having just been graduated from 
Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa., 
where he majored in philosophy, 
Reggie will take a year out from 
school to serve as Youth Associate 
before beginning his studies for the 
ministry at the Theological 
nary at Lancaster, Pa. He is a mem- 
ber of First United Church of Christ 
at Carlisle, Pa. Reggie succeeds 
Paul Baumer, of West Bend, Wis., 
who has just finished the 1958-59 
term as Youth Associate. 


Semi- 
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Beginning on Sunday, July 5, 
a new personality joins the ranks 
of illustrious radio preachers who 
have filled National Radio Pulpit 
down through the 33 years of its 
existence as a network program. 

Dr. Gardner Calvin Taylor, pres- 
ident of the Protestant Council of 
the City of New York, and pastor of 
the Concord Baptist Church of 
Christ, Brooklyn, will be the speaker 
on National Radio Pulpit through 
July, August, and September. 

Titles of his sermons for July are: 
“The Time of Thy Visitation” (July 
5); “A Cry in Disappointment” 
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(July 12); “The God in Us” (July 
19); and “Sackcloth Beneath Royal 
Robes” (July 26). 

Sermon topics for August are: 
“The Middle-Talented Man” (Aug. 
2); “A Word to the Restless” (Aug. 
9); “This Abideth” (Aug. 16) ; and 
“The God Behind the Cloud” (Aug. 


2 
23). * * 


New Draft Law: Are you won- 
dering if the new draft law changes 
your military status any? Basically, 
the new law was merely an exten. 
sion of the draft laws already in 
existence. But for more details check 
with your local draft board. A help. 
ful article on this subject, “Selective 
Service — Where Does Your Sor 
Stand Now?” can be found in the 
June issue of Parents’ magazine. 


in future issues of YOUTH... 


Vacationing in the Canadian Wilderness 
A teen-age girl’s diary of outdoor camping 


The Mind—God’s Creation 
A Milwaukee youth group studies 


mental health 


“Do you believe in a teen-age social code?” 
Young people share their opinions 


How Do You Rate as a Date? 
A quiz to test yourself 


Custer’s Last Newsstand 
Another satire by William Styles 


_ 
Sam Levenson Chats with Teens 
TV star learns a few things about youth 


to be somebody, 
_ do something 


“YHARLES (“Chuck”) Williams, Osseo, Wis., recently took first place in 
~4 a district speaking contest of the Future Farmers of America. His 
pic: “Do Something Be Somebody.” Folks in Chuck’s hometown claim 
at Chuck is one who “practices what he preaches.” Take, for instance, 
iis activities with the 4-H and the F.F.A. (Future Farmers of America). 
Uhuck’s been an active member of these two organizations for several years 
nd has held important elective offices in both clubs. (This year he is 
resident of the 4-H club.) He has carried away 53 (count ’em!) blue 
ibbons for his cattle and pigs from county and state fairs. Chuck’s talent 
or communicating his enthusiasm for farming has won for him several 
peaking contests. Having lived with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Clifford 
Villiams, and his sister Sharel on a farm a few miles north of Osseo all 
is life, Chuck knows whereof he speaks! But Chuck’s got other irons in 
me fire, too. A senior this year, the coach expects him to win varsity letters 
» football, basketball, track and baseball, making him one of the few 
jur-letter men this school has ever had. And he plays first trombone in 
1e school band. The entire Williams family is active in the Osseo Congre- 
ational Church. This year Chuck is president of the Pilgrim Fellowship. 
inder his leadership the PF has spearheaded a drive for funds for a new 
nd badly-needed educational unit. With pride, his minister, Rev. C. E. 
juthrie, remarks: “Our young man keeps on making good.” 


—N, W. Jackson 
3] 


